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Moving Forward by Taking Risk 
“
23

As he talked with them, the champion, the Philistine of Gath, Goliath by name, came up out of the ranks of 
the Philistines, and spoke the same words as before. And David heard him.

32
David said to Saul, ‘Let no one’s 

heart fail because of him; your servant will go and fight with this Philistine.”  1 Samuel 17:23,32 

The past two newsletters I have talked about moving forward in our faith by “Honesty” and “Intentionality.” 

This fall I encourage us to “Move Forward by Taking a Risk.”  While preparing this article I was inspired by 

Kristen Lockitski’s words (“Power To Change Ministries” thelife.com). Here are her thoughts blended with my 

own. 
 

When you hear ‘risk-taking’ does your adrenaline start to flow? Do the butterflies start to form? The 

thought of facing a tough challenge or taking a risk is simply not as exciting and adventurous as the movies 

portrays. In reality, we find a certain safety in remaining in our comfort zones, protected and secure. But, are 

we truly content with where we are? Do we long for more out of life? As followers of Christ, we will be called 

to step out of our comfort zones. The Holy Spirit will stretch and mold us into stronger, more empowered 

believers. When God calls us to step out and take a risk, how do we respond? Do we witness to the stranger, 

start the new business, make the commitment, or give sacrificially?  
 

In the Old Testament David stands out as a risk-taker. The Israelites were at war with the Philistines. Day 

after day, the Israelites heard the taunting of the nine-foot tall giant named Goliath. He mocked the ranks of 

Israel, and thereby defied Israel’s God. Saul and the Israelites were terrified, not knowing how they would 

overcome. Given this situation, what kind of boy approaches a giant with only a few river pebbles? We can 

learn and apply several of David’s principles as we face our own giants. 
 

1. RECOUNT GOD’S MIGHTY ACTS (1 Sam. 17:38-39) When David is faced with the challenge of 

overtaking the giant, he recounts God’s mighty acts. He reminds himself and others that God delivered him 

from the paw of the lion and the bear. When we remember how God has been faithful to us in the past, our 

faith is strengthened. How has God previously demonstrated faithfulness to you? 
 

2. IGNORE THE CRITIC (1 Sam. 17:33, 42-45) David was told by Saul and Goliath that he was “just a 

boy.” He had to overcome this negative thinking. Others will think we are too weak, too insignificant, and too 

ineffective.  
 

3. WALK IN FAITH (1 Sam. 17:45-46) David announced to Goliath, “You come against me with sword and 

spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the Lord Almighty… This day the Lord will hand you 

over to me, and I will strike you down.” Walking in faith not only takes courage, it takes knowing the God who 

is faithful. 
 

4. LET THE WORD OUT (1 Sam. 17:46-47) What was one of the intended results of David’s victory? It was 

to make known “that there is a God in Israel.” In your situation, what is your goal? Is it ultimately the 

promotion of God’s kingdom? May God be exalted through your situation, and is that your main priority. 
 

When we are faced with new risks, it's scary and easy to shrink back in fear rather than see the new 

opportunities God has placed before us. Life is an adventure. Get excited. God has great things in store for 

you! 

Blessings as we intentionally grow in our faith by taking a risk this Fall!  

 
Rev. Brent Raska 
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Building And Maintenance Committee 
Denise Pomey, Bill Slater , Ken Bostic     

 

We had the toliets replaced in Womens wash room, both were original and leaking.  Repairs 

could not be preformed as they were very old models.. 

Carpets have been cleaned.  No additional Maintenance plans for balance of year.  Just 

general upkeep.    

 Submitted by Denise Pomey               

 

 

 Christian Ed update – Missy Janicek                              

Rally day is coming on September 11, and Sunday school will start up for the 

year.  We look forward to seeing all the kids back in church.  
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UPCOMING DATES TO REMEMBER 

 

Sept       Oct     Nov 

7 Session 7:00 PM        2 COMMUNION   3 Session 7:00 PM 
11 COMMUNION        Feed our Community ends 4 B.E.D.S 
      Rally Day          5  Session 7:00 PM  6. COMMUNION 
      Outdoor service         7  B.E.D.S    13 Food pantry day 
      Coffee Hour         9  Food pantry day       Harvest Home Pot Luck 
      Food Pantry Day          Coffee Hour          Church Chatter Articles  
18  Feed our Community  15  Feed our Community Day  20 Mitten Tree 
      Mission starts        18 Fall Fun  6-7:30 –Christian ED       Hanging of the Greens 
          31 Halloween Warming Ctr  27 Christmas Joy offering 
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Deacon News –Charese Conway, Lorraine Lindgren, Amy O’Toole, Lisa Swicionis, Carol Kehl 

and Denise Pomey..   
 

Meeting scheduled for September 13 at 6:30 pm .   

Coffee hour scheduled October 9, Pot luck Harvest Home dinner planned for 

Nov 13 and ending year with Coffee hour Dec 11. 

 
 
     

         
 

Mission Minutes - Jim O’Toole 

 
Our next Mission event will start on September 18, as we start our collection for 
Feed our Community.  This collection will continue until October 2, 2016. Our goal is 
to raise $1000.00..  The actual Feed our Community day is scheduled for October 
15 and will once again take place the North Riverside Rec Dept.  Keep your ears 
open for additional information to follow. 
 

        

  

    

FOOD PANTRY NEWS- HUNGER DOES NOT STOP.. try to help out in any way that 

you can.  Food pantry day is the second Sunday of the month, but donations are welcomed any 

Sunday.   Thank you to those who have helped in the past, but lets keep it going until everyone is full 

and happy.   
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Social Committee-, Diana Dacy, Denise Pomey, Mike Pelton and Carole Kehl. 

Plans for balance of year October 31 Halloween Warming Center- hours are yet unsure as 

we are not yet aware of the trick or treat hours that the town will set.  As Halloween is on a 

Monday I would guess hours will be 3-7 pm.  If you are available and want to help out, its 

really fun to see all the kids in their costumes.  In the past years we have had over one 

hundred kids stop in .  Let Denise know if you are interested in helping. 

November 20, Hanging of the Greens ..   

 

We are always looking for NEW social events, if you hear a good idea pass it on with someone on 

this committee.  

     

From the Organ Bench – Mike Pelton 
   

                        

 
 

Those of you in church last week (August 14th) had the opportunity to hear the violin 
music of Paul Christian as he joined our worship service. Paul is a 2015 graduate of 

Glenbard West High School where he graduated with high honors; just shy of 20 
years o ld and beginning his sophomore year at DePauw University in Greencastle, IN 

as a music performance major. He also runs on their cross -country team. He was a 

member of the Elgin Youth Symphony Orchestra for three years as well as Glenbard's 
orchestra, and s everal string ensembles. I want to say for the record that Paul 

essentially sight - read all the hymns he played on during the service, including the  
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ones having a descant, or counter -melody. He's good. VERY good!   And I hope to get 

him back to vis it us again when he happens to be home on a break.  

 
So what's the connection?   I work for his father, Dean Christian, a co -owner of 

Ericksen, Christian, and Associates. I met Dean in 1984 after moving to Chicagoland 
to take a new job at Berghaus Organs in  Bellwood, IL, and Dean was a Concordia 

College student working part - time at Berghaus.  
 

Upcoming, I'll be talking about the stories behind three more hymns on September 4, 
Labor Day weekend.  
 
 

   
. 

           TREASURERS REPORT 
 
  MONTH ENDING JUNE        MONTH ENDING JULY   MONTH ENDING AUGUST          
   $73,275.83    $67,688.80                              $64,987.51 

 

 

Financial Pledges 

Wow, it’s Mid-August, hard to believe how quickly time flies by.  I hope that everyone has enjoyed their 

summer.  As we all know, a lot of us use summer as a vacation away from the Church.  When we take a 

vacation away from the church, we also have the tendency to take a vacation away from our financial 

pledge.   Our financial pledge is a year-round commitment.  Even when we are not at Church, the doors are 

open, electricity is running, there is water, landscaping, waste service and a staff.  The expenses keep 

coming even when the pledges do not.  Please take a moment to look at your pledge giving this year and if 

you have missed a pledge or two, prayerfully think about making up any missed pledges.  Personally, this 

year I made a New Year’s Resolution to not miss a weekly pledge – even when I wasn’t at Church.  I have 

been guilty to not think about making up any pledge if I wasn’t at Church.  But, this year I have been 

intentional on meeting my annual pledge.  If you are not sure where you stand with your pledge giving, 

recently there were pledge statements given out or you can check with Betty Niemoth, the financial secretary 

who is the record keeper of the pledges.   

Submitted by Diana Dacy 
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Income NEWS$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ ---- ROOM RENTALS     
 

The rental has slowed down during summer months, I have a few rentals for Oct so far.  (one 

being a wedding perfomed by Rev. Mathews from re-NEWed Hope ).  We have recently put 

information about our hall rental in a Komarek School Ad book  which should be coming  

out shortly so rentals may pick up.   We continue to welcome ReNEWed Hope Luthern 

Church as they rent our sanctuary for their church service each Sunday evening.   

 

2016 donations for hall rental are $2,835.00.     

 

Remember room rental to members is free, so if you have a gathering planned, please 

contact church office, so we can make sure to hold date for you.   

 

I have been adjusting my work schedule to be on location for these rentals. As they continue I 

may need additional help.   Please let me know if you are interested in helping out.   

    

  
 
 

PRAYER CONCERNS are extended to: Virginia Keidel, Florence Stirek, Irene Jecman , 
Oscar Orders , Millie Calek , and Calek family with the passing of Joe Calek.   

 

Upcoming Birthday wishes…… 

Sept    October    Nov    

13  Brent Raska    1 Ed Keidel   8 Lori Nicolai 
19  Arlene Gasperich  19 Bella Conway   17 Janet Lieb 
21 Stella Janicek   20 Brayden Lieb  25 Rebecka Hutchinson 
     26 Imelda Rosas        Matthew O’Toole 
         26  Sheri Hutchinson 
         30 Marty Drechen 
      
   

News from Presbytery:  Per Capita 2016 rate increases to $33.00 per member.  

What is Per Capita?  It is a way Presbyterian share equally, responsibly and 

interdependently in the costs of governing the Presbyterian Church USA no matter 

what the size of the church.   Per capita is determined by each church’s total 

membership, reported by each church yearly.  Per capita is kind of like membership  



 
 

Page 7 

dues, however if each member does not pay their own per capita, then the church 

pays for the member.   If you want to help us keep our budget in line, then please 

pay your per capita.   Use envelope provided and put into offering tray. Per Capita 

booklet is available upon request, just call office and leave a message.  

To date we have collected $563.00 towards Per Capita, our Per Capita bill this year 

was $1,782.00.  Which mean the church had to pay $1,219.00 out of general funds.  

This year we did an audit of members and cleaned up our roles, so the amount we 

owe on Per Capita will decrease. There is still time to pay this year’s Per Capita, use 

envelope provided, or pew envelope and mark it Per Capita. 

Next Presbytery Assembly meeting September 17, 2016 

 

 

Other items of Interest…. 

7ÈÁÔÅÖÅÒ ÙÏÕÒ ÇÉÆÔ ÆÒÏÍ ! 7ÏÒÌÄ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÉÎÇÓ 

What is that you hold in your hand? 
Nothing, you say?  Look again 

Every hand holds some special gift- 
A hammer, a broom, a pen, a hoe,  

A scalpel, an artist’s brush, a needle, 
A microscope.  Every hand holds some 

special gift.   
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I’M Glad this Church Needs Money… 

 

 I am glad this church needs money! If it did not, it would mean it was not supporting 

missionaries and preaching the gospel in other places.  No missionary zeal.   

 

I am glad this church needs money!  If it did not, it would mean it was not doing anything to 

support the homeless, helpless and needy.  No Compassion. 
Page 8 

 

I am glad this church needs money! If it did not, it would mean it had “topped out” and was 

not interested in expanding into other areas of needed service.  No Vision. 

 

I am glad this church needs money! If it did not, it would mean it was not interested in 

providing wholesome activities.  No Concern. 

 

I am glad this church needs money!  If it did not, it would mean it was not expanding its 

outreach.  No Evangelism. 

 

I am glad this church needs money!  If it did not, it would mean it was not interested in 

teaching children in their impressionable, formative years.  No Future. 

 

Yes, sir, I am glad this church needs money!  The fact it does means it has not forfeited its 

zeal, compassion, expansion, vision, concern, evangelism, (or) future. 

 

THIS CHURCH NEEDS MY GIFTS AND I AM GLAD OF IT, I WOULD NOT WANT 

TO BE A MEMBER OF ANY OTHER KIND. – Joe R. Barnett 

  

 
 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT……A couple had been attending church fairly regularly.  One Sunday, a 

member of the family informed the pastor that they were taking a “break from Church” during the summer 
months.  The reason given was they needed more time for family, to catch up on things, to spend more 
time on the boat, golf course, etc.  “But don’t worry”- the person said, “come September we will be back 
attending faithfully,” and, you can image what happened.  This couple was never seen in church again.  
September came and went, so did October, Six months later, and years later.   
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The question is, What happens when we take a vacation from church.  Are we taking a rest from reading 
scripture, devotional time or from faithful giving and tithing?  Why is it that when we take these breaks, it 
is so hard to return?  Regular church attendance and the engagement with the practice of spiritual 
disciplines feed our souls.  These practices help us to remain connected to our faith community, and 
provide our lives with an inner peace and joy.  So then, why would you take “a break” from that? 
 
Church is meant to fill us, not to be seen as a burden or obligation.  Yes, we all need a literal vacation 
break, but we should not make it a spiritual break.  Stay faithful to the gifts God has given you.  Rest, 
change your pace, change your scenery, but don’t change your longing for God and your faith community.  
We are all so much more fulfilled when we remain in relationship with God, our church family, and with 
one another.- written by Pastor Glenna from North Shore United Methodist Church June 2016. 
 

 
As we approach the holidays,   

 
A Stewardship Prayer for Thanksgiving  

 
Gracious and loving God,  

As the autumn season continues its transformation,  
And the days become shorter,  

The earth cooler,  
As we join family and friends  

In joy and celebration on Thanksgiving Day,  
We pause to give you thanks and praise  

For the abundant blessings  
You have bestowed upon us:  

For life and health,  

Safety and comfort,  
Food and nourishment.  

Through your spirit, open our hearts  
So that we may be even better stewards  

Of your many blessings.  
Show us how to be a blessing  

For the poor, sick, lonely and all who suffer.  
And help us nurture the gift of faith,  

Revealed to us by your Son, Jesus Christ,  
Our greatest gift,  

Who reigns with you and the Holy S pirit,  
One God forever and everé.. AMEN 
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Things you may not know about Christ Presbyterian Church..  

 

 Our Churches merged on Dec 8, 2009.  

Both Churches originally met in a school.. North Riverside Community Church first 

service at Komarek School. First Presbyterian Church of Brookfield met at Hollywood 

Community House and was originally called Hollywood Community Church.  

Originally both church had the name Community in it.  

Brookfield church built September 195 6, North Riverside church Apri l 1957.. Both 

Corner stones are on display at Christ Presbyterian church.  

 

If you are interested learning more about our church history visit the website at 
christchurchnorthriverside.org .  Or stop in the office to look over the photo albums.  
 
Remember to like us on facebook!.   

 

 

 

 

Do you have a comment or suggestion about this newsletter if so call the 

office at 708 -447 -5200.  We are open to new ideas.     

    



 
 

 

 

 


